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WHAT IS MY INTEREST?

• RECONSTRUCTIONIST, 
CONGREGATIONAL RABBI FOR 20 
YEARS

• NOT AN NOR ACTIVIST—I DIDN’T 
WORK OR LOBBY FOR IT

• MY STATE (WA) BECAME THE 
FIRST STATE TO LEGALIZE: “RABBI, 
IS THIS OK? IS THIS KOSHER?”

• א  י מַאי עַמָּ בַרפּוֹק חֲזִ דָּ (“GO AND SEE 
WHAT THE PEOPLE ARE DOING”), 
A TALMUDIC PRINCIPLE THAT 
STATES THAT WE ADOPT AND 
ADAPT JEWISH TRADITIONS FROM 
THE GRASSROOTS

• AS A RABBI, I WANT TO SAY “YES”
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Where 

is it 

legal?

Legal

Introduced



WHAT IS 
NATURAL ORGANIC 

REDUCTION?
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• Commonly known as “human 

composting” (also called 

“terramation”)

• "Natural organic reduction" 

means the contained, 

accelerated conversion of 

human remains to soil. (RCW 

68.04.310)

• Based on common agricultural 

practice to compost dead 

livestock

• Researched and studied at 

Washington State University



WHAT IS 
NATURAL ORGANIC REDUCTION?
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CURRENT OPTIONS FOR 
DISPOSITION

6

1. Family receives compost 

and can use it how they 

like on private property

2. Conservation lands 

under contract with 

funeral home

3. Other public lands (with 

permission—dependent 

on state law)

Approx. 54 bags



You sustain the living with lovingkindness, 

You give the dead life with great mercy, 

You support the fallen

and heal the sick; 

and free the captives 

and preserve Your faith with those asleep in 

the dust. 

Who is like You, Master of mighty deeds? 

Who can be compared to You, 

O Ruler 

Who causes death

and restores life, 

and causes Your salvation to

grow/flourish/spring/SPROUT.

סֶד ים בְחֶֶֽ ל חַיִּ מְכַלְכֵּ

ים ים רַבִּ ים בְרַחֲמִּ תִּ מְחַיֵּה מֵּ

ים לִּ ךְ נוֹפְְ֒ סוֹמֵּ

ים א חוֹלִּ וְרוֹפֵּ

ים יר אֲסוּרִּ וּמַתִּ

נֵּי עָפָר ישֵּ ,וּמְקַיֵּם אֱמוּנָתוֹ לִּ

עַל גְבוּרוֹת וֹךָ בֶַֽ י כָמֶֽ מִּ

וֹמֶה לָךְ י דֶֽ וּמִּ

לֶךְ מֶֶֽ

ית מִּ מֵּ

וּמְחַיֶה

יחַ וּ ֶֽ :יְשוּעָהמַצְמִּ

JUDAISM AND NOR



JEWISH VALUES 

TO INFORM THE 

CONVERSATION

כבוד המת

אסור בהנאה

בל תשחית
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Burial          NOR          Cremation



JEWISH QUESTIONS 
MOVING FORWARD:

RITUAL STAGES AND 
OPPORTUNITIES
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Traditional Burial NOR

Goses Goses

Moment of Death Moment of Death

Taharah Taharah

Shmirah Shmirah

Levayah Levayah

Kevurah Laying in Vessel

Shiva Shiva

Sheloshim
Sheloshim/Vessel to 

Curing

Receiving/Placing of 

Compost

Yartzeit Yartzeit



JEWISH QUESTIONS MOVING FORWARD:
PREFERRED MODE OF DISPOSITION?

Importance of “place” or marker?

Preference for Jewish space/cemetery?

Limits on “use” of compost?

• Food vs. Ornamentals

• Private vs. Public Land

Need to keep all compost together, or OK to divide?
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